
SHUNG TAK CATHOLIC ENGLISH COLLEGE CIRCULAR #124  2017-2018 

3rd November 2017 

 
Dear Parents, 

Easter Cultural Study Tour to Canada – Letter of Acceptance 

 
Congratulations. We write to inform you that your child has been accepted on this tour. We thank you for your support 
and for your cheque of $8000. Please note that this deposit and all monies paid are not refundable. 
 

The balance of the fee which is $13,800 is due on 30th November 2017. The said cheque should be made payable to ‘The 
Incorporated Management Committee of Shung Tak Catholic English College’. 
 
The detailed itinerary would be distributed on the day of the briefing and we shall inform you of this date at least 2 
weeks before the scheduled date. 
 
 

Here is a list of concerns that parents and chaperones have raised. Please read these carefully so that you understand a 
little more about what is happening. 
 
There are not enough school days, how can my child gain from this visit if they are not in a classroom? 
We will have 2 days of integration in a Catholic secondary school. There are also a number of other activities that will 
be run with a theme and lessons will be delivered by native English speakers. When we visit sites, students will also be 
asked to introduce the sights or answer questions related to a place visited. All these are authentic opportunities for 
students to learn from. These experiences are as relevant as and more engaging than lessons run in a classroom.  
 
What is the name of the school that we will be visiting? 
We will be going to Notre Dame Regional Secondary School. Your child will be shadowing a student(s). We do suggest 
that a small souvenir(s) be taken as a token of appreciation to be given to the student who your child will shadow.  
 
Do my child need to take a school uniform? 
Yes please pack him/her a full set of Winter school PE uniform.  
 
My child is in lower secondary school and I am concerned s/he would not have time to study for the Organised Tests 
which are scheduled for after s/he returns, would there be any free time for my child to study?  
This concern was also raised by our teachers and your child has said that both s/he and you understand that the Tests 
are scheduled for the week following your child’s return from Canada. The preparation for the tests and also the ability 
to continue on a study trip is in fact a matter of time management and discipline on the part of your child. There is in 
fact time to study on the long flight to and from Vancouver and also at the end of the day. We will also schedule some 
time for our lower forms to have study hours into the timetable with at least 1 of the teacher chaperons when the senior 
students are doing another activity. During the school day, there may be a few free periods for your child to study.  
 
How can my child gain most on this trip?  
Your child will be expected to do presentations and answer questions. To benefit the most, students should do some 
research before the trip. During the trip, your child is expected to be more proactive by actively participating in all 
activities. An ‘open and receptive’ mind is also imperative to the gains your child will get from the trip. Active 
participation in the debriefing sessions and completing the assignment are important.  
 
What is my child expected to prepare for this trip?  
Your child will be expected to do some research. S/He is expected to look at a map, to make sure s/he knows where we 
are going. S/He is also expected to prepare to give some presentations on places we visit so having some prior 
background knowledge will make the experience a lot more fruitful and beneficial.  
 
What is the weather like? 
The temperature at that time of year in Canada is about 12°C but it can go up to 18°C. As we are going to Grouse 
Mountain for some activities, it will also be cooler as we are in the mountains. In the Rockies the temperature will be 
much colder and there may also be some snow. We advise that your child carries a light but very warm jacket. Having 
layers of clothing is always the best as places do tend to be warm indoors as most places are heated.   
 
 
 



What should my child pack? 
The Basics  

 Lightweight clothing that can be layered 
 1 sweater or fleece jacket 
 T-shirts, Pants and/or shorts 
 Socks and comfortable walking shoes 
 Warm jacket  
 Pajamas/sleepwear 
 Underwear 
 Dresses and/or skirts 
 Scarf or bandana and a hat 
 Winter school PE uniform 
 Stationery (notebook and a pen must be carried) 

  
Would my child be able to wash his/her clothes? 
Yes, we will have at least 1 visit to the laundromat where your child can wash his/her clothes. S/He would need to pay 
for the washing and drying machines. Your child must pay for this and do his/her own laundry. This would be part of 
the learning experience. Cdn$5 should be enough. We will encourage students to share a washer and dryer so they can 
save.  
 
What can my child pack in his/her hand carry-on luggage? 
Remember that if you take liquid it must be less than 100ml. Hand lotions and toothpaste should go into the luggage. A 
small amount, i.e. less than 100ml can be put into the hand luggage if necessary. We also suggest packing or carrying 
the jacket.  
 
Would teachers keep the passport and money of my child?  
The teachers will collect both the passport and the Hong Kong ID card of your child after we arrive to the hotel in 
Vancouver for safe keeping. We will not help to keep the money of your child. S/He needs to be more responsible for 
his/her own money and any other personal items.  
 
Is insurance included in the trip?  
Yes insurance is included in the trip. The policy will be posted on the school’s website but if you have any concerns, 
please call Mr. Nicholas Wan at 2476 4263.  
 
Are meals provided?  
Breakfast will be available at the hotel. The meals during the trip to the Rockies are included. However, during our stay 
in Vancouver, the chaperons will arrange for some meals which will be eaten together as a big group but at other times 
students will be given money to buy meals. Some parents want us to take care of all meals but we would like to 
emphasize that this is not a luxury tour but a study tour and this is again part of the learning experience.   
 
Can my child take medication with them? 
If your child is taking any medication, please also let us know. Make sure all medication is properly labelled.  
 
Can I carry food into Vancouver?  
Although food is allowed, it must be declared so we strongly suggest you do not pack any food items especially cup 
noodles or packages of instant noodles which a lot of people get into trouble for. Vancouver has a lot of food choices 
and your child will also have ample chances to buy food from the supermarket.  
 
How much money should my child carry?  
Vancouver is a relatively affordable city so if your child needs to buy some additional clothing items, s/he will have a 
chance to do so. S/He can also buy snacks or souvenirs. Your child does not have to pay extra for meals but if they do 
want to supplement the allowance for meals given to them, they are free to do so. Of course, they may want to pick up 
a few souvenirs from their trip which can be expensive if they decide to buy things like hoodies from the university. 
But for simple souvenirs and other incidentals, we suggest about Cdn$200.  
 
Can my child carry his/her mobile phone or other electronic gadgets? 
Yes, your child can carry his/her phone as s/he would want to take pictures to record the trip. However the school is not 
responsible for any loss of any items. The school will also take a few iPads for their use so it is not necessary for 
him/her to walk with any computers and we strongly advise that this not be carried as they are there to experience the 
place.  



 
What about SIM cards? 
We will not help your child to purchase any SIM cards in Canada as they tend to be more expensive and problematic. 
There are some companies in Hong Kong that sell SIM cards for use in Canada but again this tends to be problematic. 
 
If I need to contact my child in case of emergency, what should I do? 
Ms. Brenda Lee would also be in Vancouver, not as an official chaperon but would be on hand to handle emergencies. 
You can reach her at lbh@stc.edu.hk or at 604-250-5108 which is a Vancouver number. We will also provide the name 
and number of the hotel at the briefing session. There will be free Wi-Fi at the hotel so if you are connected with your 
child on social media, you can reach him/her through that. We however strongly discourage you to call your child 
during the day when he is at school or doing an activity.  
 

 
If you have any questions, please call Mr. Nicholas Wan or Ms. Brenda Lee at 2476 4263. 
 

We look forward to your reply and your continued support as we work together to broaden the horizons of your child, our 
student. Please submit the reply slip and the declaration form to Ms. Amor Menor, Mr. Nicholas Wan or Ms. Brenda 
Lee by 7th November 2017. The balance cheque of $13,800 should be submitted by 30th November 2017. 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
________________________ 
Mr. Kung Kwong Pui Joseph 
Principal 
 

 

Reply Slip 

SHUNG TAK CATHOLIC ENGLISH COLLEGE CIRCULAR #124     2017-2018 

Dear Principal, 

Easter Cultural Study Tour to Canada – Letter of Acceptance 

I have read and understand the contents of this circular.  
 
□ I understand that I have to sign and return the Declaration Form attached and return it 

with this Reply Slip on or before 7th November 2017. 
 

_____________
Signature please

□ I understand that the balance of $13,800 should be paid by cheque made payable to ‘The 
Incorporated Management Committee of Shung Tak Catholic English College’ on or 
before 30th November 2017, and that this amount cannot be refunded once paid. 
 

_____________
Signature please

□ I understand that I must apply for the eTA or appropriate visa for my child to enter 
Canada and that I must submit a copy of this by 12th March 2018.  

_____________
Signature please

□ I understand that my child must attend all briefing sessions and do research prior to the 
study tour. 
 

_____________
Signature please

 
        Name of Student: ___________________________  

        Class & Class No.: _________________(       ) 

        Signature of Parent: _________________________ 

        Name of Parent: ____________________________ 

        Emergency Contact No. of Parent: _____________ 

 
*** This reply slip must be submitted to Ms. Amor Menor, Mr. Nicholas Wan or Ms. Brenda Lee directly. *** 


